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ALTERATION OF A LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT (LHD) PROPERTY
STAFF REPORT

Site: 8 Aldersey Street
Case: HPC.ALT 2021.48

Applicant: HKF Construction

Owner: Judith Klausner

Legal Ad: Installation of rear pergola

HPC Meeting Date: September 21, 2021

The purpose of a staff report is to provide the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) with a
professional assessment of alteration proposals made for Local Historic District (LHD) properties. These
assessments are based on the Historic District Ordinance (HDO) in compliance with M.G.L. Chapter
40C, and the associated Design Guidelines. A Staff Report is not a determination/decision and does not
represent findings. A staff report does not constitute authorization in any form.
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Page 2 of 3 Date: September 21st, 2021
Case: HPC.ALT 2021.48
Site: 8 Aldersey Street

I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Subject Property: The locus is the ¢.1880 Italianate building known as the Vinal Quincy A — Tead Rev.
Edward Sampson House. This property is approximately the within the Prospect Hill neighborhood. A
full description of the property is provided in the attached Form B survey held by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission (MHC).

Proposal: The Applicant proposes the following;

o Installation of a wooden pergola over the rear deck measuring 7’ 6” high, extends 8’ 4”, and 6’
wide.

I1. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL

The HPC must make findings based on the Historic District Ordinance (HDO) in compliance with
M.G.L. Chapter 40C, and associated Design Guidelines. The portions of the regulations that are
applicable to the proposed alterations are discussed below.

E. New additions
The most relevant portion of this Design Guideline is as follows:

1. New additions should not disrupt the essential form and integrity of the property
and should be compatible in size, scale, material and character of the property and
its environment. Where possible, new additions should be confined to the rear of the
house.

3. New additions or alterations should be done in a way that, if they were to be removed
in the future, the basic form and integrity of the historic property would remain
intact.

Due to the change in design elements being proposed, the HPC has purview over these features and the
materials used.

Applicant Proposal

The Applicant proposes to install a wood pergola over the existing rear deck. The pergola will be on the
right side of the deck, and measures 7° 6” high, extends from the building 8’ 4”, and is 6” wide. The two
support columns will be placed in the same location as the existing railing. The rafters will be fastened to
the rear wall using a ledger with a joist hanger and have one structural support fastened to the right rear
roof.

(Continued on next page.)
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Preservation Planning Assessment:

The pergola extends over the right edge of the hipped roof; however, it is obscured form the front right-
of-way by an existing dormer. The height of the gable roof as well as the height of the dormer both
exceed the proposed height of the pergola. These factors mean that the pergola will be minimally visible
from the right-of-way on Aldersey Street. The proposed work will be visible from the rear on Hillside
Park.

III. FINDINGS & VOTE

When bringing the matter to a vote the HPC must state their findings and reasons on why they take their
position.

IV. RECOMMENDED CONDITION

Preservation Planning recommends the following conditions be attached to any Certificate of
Appropriateness that the HPC might grant for this project:

1. The Applicant/Owner shall file the Certificate with the Inspectional Services Department (ISD)
by uploading it to the CitizenServe permitting portal with their application for zoning
compliance/building permit.

2. This Certificate is valid for one year. If work has not commenced within one year of the HPC’s
date of determination, this Certificate shall expire, and the Applicant shall re-apply for re-
issuance of this Certificate. Provided that no changes have been made to the proposal, this shall
be a Staff-level re-issuance of the Certificate.

3. Any changes to this proposal made prior to the commencement of work or in-the-field changes
shall be submitted to Preservation Planning for their review to determine if the changes come
under the purview of the HPC.

4. The pergola shall be the same color as the portion of the house against which they rest.

A written narrative or descriptive checklist identifying the completion or compliance with permit
conditions must be submitted to the Inspectional Services Department with a copy to
preservation Planning at least fifteen (15) business days in advance of a request for a final
inspection.

6. The Applicant shall contact Preservation Planning at historic@somervillema.gov a minimum of
15 business days prior to final ISD walk-through so that Preservation Planning or their designee
can confirm if the project was completed according to HPC approvals.
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Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System

Scanned Record Cover Page

Inventory No:
Historic Name:
Common Name:
Address:

City/Town:

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No:
Year Constructed:
Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s):

Significance:
Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):

SMV.1143

Vinal, Quincy A. - Tead, Rev. Edward Sampson House
Miley, Lucy House

8 Aldersey St

Somerville
Prospect Hill
73-A-007

c 1880

ltalianate

Boarding House; Multiple Family Dwelling House; Single
Family Dwelling House

Architecture; Literature; Religion
SMV.BF: Aldersey - Summit Historic District
Local Historic District (03/04/2003)

Roof: Slate
Wall: Vinyl Siding; Wood; Wood Clapboard

Foundation: Brick

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 6:11: PM
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